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Geneva, April 2010

Invitation UN-connecting the World Conference, 20-21 May 2010, CICG, Geneva

Dear Colleagues,

We would like to invite you to the conference UN-connecting the World - Online Tools for a better-
informed World Society, to be held at the International Conference Center (CICG) in Geneva, on May
20-21, 2010. The conference will be co-hosted by the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs,
the World Federation of United Nations Associations and the Making Commitments Matter Initiative.
This occasion will bring together members of the UN information system, representatives of the
permanent missions in Geneva, as well as civil society organisations, members of the academia and
the media.

The aim of the conference is twofold: On the one hand, the purpose is to function as a “user
conference”, which brings together both consumers and producers of UN information in order to
facilitate a direct dialogue and to establish a closer connection between the UN information system
and its stakeholders (UN System staff, member states representatives, civil society, academia,
media). On the other hand, it will present two new information tools that the MCM Initiative has been
developing over the last two years: UN-informed.org and UN-i.org. The goal of the two products is to
contribute to a better-connected and more effective information distribution as well as an intensified
communication between and among the United Nations System and its direct stakeholders. Thereby,
the products aim to advance the level of efficiency and transparency towards both the inside and the
outside of the system. The conference will particularly offer a platform to UN information consumers in
order to voice their needs and wishes, to have their opinions heard and to establish closer ties within
the UN information system.

On May 20, UN-informed.org and UN-i.org will be presented, accompanied by statements and a
discussion panel on the current challenges that the UN information system is facing. The day will be
concluded with a reception. On May 21, workshops will be held to elaborate on specific challenges
and opportunities of the UN information system and to develop approaches to approach/tackle these
challenges. Please find attached to this invitation a detailed schedule. For further information please
visit our website www.un-connected.org.

We are looking forward to welcoming you to our conference.

Kind regards,

Marian‘ Sutholt
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Conference Schedule .

— Thursday, 20 May 2010 (Room 2) —

Moderator: Derek Marshall, Co-Founder, Making Commitments Matter

15.00 — 16.15: Welcome Speeches

Marian Sutholt, President, Making Commitments Matter

H.E. Ambassador Daniel Stauffacher, Chairman, ICT4Peace Foundation

Bonian Golmohammadi, Secretary-General, World Federation of UN Associations (WFUNA)
Anja Papenful3, United Nations Association of Germany

Awa Marie Coll-Seck, Executive Director, Roll Back Malaria Partnership (WHO)

Cyril Ritchie, First Vice-President of CONGO

16.15 — 16.45: Product Presentation of UN-informed. org and UN-i.org

Introductory Video — ‘Reorganizing the Web’
Hannah Birkenkotter, Director, UN-informed.org

Marian Sutholt, President, UN-i.org

16.45 — 17.15: Coffee Service / Product Demonstrati ons

During the coffee break, Making Commitments Matter (MCM) volunteers will demonstrate the
functionality of UN-i.org and UN-informed.org on portable tablets. Find a volunteer and try out the new

online tools!
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17.15 —17.45: The UN Information System — Presenta tion of Findings

Ivelina Gancheva, Director of State Actor Research, MCM, Bulgaria
Markus Mayr, Director of Civil Society Research, MCM, Germany

Roxana Bobolicu, Director UN Agreements Research, MCM, Romania

17.45 — 18.00: The Future Development of UN-informe  d.org and UN-i.org

loana Sirbu, Incoming President, MCM, Romania

18.00 — 19.00: Panel Discussion on the United Natio ns Information System

Cyril Ritchie, Advisor to the MCM Initiative
Keith Krause, Professor, Graduate Institute Geneva (t.b.c.)
Anja Papenful3, UNA Germany

Moderated by Astrid van der Merwe, Vice-President, MCM

19.00 — 20.30: Reception

Following the Panel Discussion, participants are invited for warm hors d’oeuvres and drinks in the
reception area of the international conference center. MCM volunteers will again be glad to
demonstrate UN-i.org and UN-informed.org.

— Friday, 21 May 2010 —

9.15 — 10.00: Welcome Breakfast

10.00 — 13.00: User Workshops

© 2010 Making Commitments Matter | www.un-informed.org | www.un-i.org | www.un-connected.org



Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft

I.Org g Confédération suisse

XY
Confederazione Svizzera \\'\i - !Q/\/’
Confederaziun svizra WER™

Workshop A: The Digital Divide: Brainstorming Session on Spreading UN Information
to Countries with Low Internet Access Rates

Moderators — Nora Sophie Lietzmann and Derek Marshall, UN-i.org

While the “UN-connecting the World” Conference mainly focuses on ways to improve the
effectiveness of the UN information system online, this workshop is of particular and high
importance: its goal is to evaluate best practices and to discuss alternative ways by which
UN information can reach its stakeholders across the digital divide. Special attention will be
given to the role of mobile networks and telecommunication.

Workshop B: Public Outreach Needs of the UN System: Assessing and Connecting
the UN Information Management Systems

Moderators - Edgar Krassowski, Bearing Point, and Rike Maier, UN-informed.org

This workshop will bring together various database administrators and other stakeholders
such as IT companies not directly related to the UN system in order to discuss different types
of information management systems. The aim of this workshop is to establish a basis for
future cooperation among the databases in the UN system as well as with databases run by
non-UN entities. Most importantly, the goal of the workshop is to exchange know how about
streamlining information, to discuss ways of making information more easily accessible for
the users and to discuss the utility of tools such as UN-informed.org for the UN information
system.

Workshop C: Joining the Conversation: Presentation and Discussion of the Benefits
of UN-i.org

Moderators - Marian Sutholt and Astrid van der Merwe, UN-i.org

The workshop will start off with an extensive presentation of UN-i.org, focused on the
benefits that it can bring as a platform for external communication and information exchange.
The presentation will deliver a profound explanation of the mechanisms and technological
aspects behind these assets and how they are achieved. On the other hand, the workshop is
also aimed at drawing focus to the challenges that UN-i.org and its users will be facing until
these benefits can unfold their full potential. Lastly and most importantly, the goal of the
workshop is to acquire as much input and feedback as possible in order to develop UN-i.org
based on user needs and current best practices.
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Workshop D: Prospects and Challenges of UN-informed.org: Academic Viability of
Filtering Criteria and Future Development

Moderators - Hannah Birkenkdétter and Roxana Bobolicu, UN-informed.org

Mainly aimed at members of the international academia, the workshop will evaluate the
viability of the research conducted by the MCM Initiative in the process of developing UN-
informed.org. More concretely, it will discuss the different types of information that have been
identified and the various classifications that have been applied to documents and clauses in
order to be displayed on UN-informed.org. The workshop is likewise aimed to discuss
probable difficulties that may arise in the categorization process in other thematic areas. For
the long run, the goal is to establish an expert group to oversee the future research for UN-
informed.org.

Workshop E: Peer-to-Peer: UN-i.org User Needs
Moderator - Ivelina Gancheva, UN-i.org

As UN-i.org is still in the early development stage, this workshop is designed to let future
users of the platform decide on the exact setup and features UN-i.org should have in order to
deliver the highest utility. An insight presentation of preliminary UN-i.org survey outcomes
and of the potential utility of individual tools and mechanisms will be given in preparation of a
comprehensive Q&A round and discussion to define UN-i.org

13.00 — 14.00: Lunch

14.00 — 15.30: Presentation of workshop results, ou  tlook discussion

15.30 — 16.00: Conference Closing
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List of Participant Organisations

(as of 20™ April 2010)

Africa Europe Faith and Justice Network (t.b.c)

alliancesud

Arbeitsgemeinschaft
Swissaid - Fastenopfer - Brot fir alle
Helvetas - Caritas - Heks

ﬁf Amnesty International

apt APT

Alliance Sud

(V\;? CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen Participation

CIVICUS

E"K’V 5’)‘-’—‘-) Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship wit
UNDPI (t.b.c.)
Ecumenical Water Network

FIDH

QUNO UNIDIR CCDP

B Genéve .weleome Geneva Welcome Center

SR -

% | Auswirtiges Amt

Germany - Permanent Mission to the United Nations (

‘“% GIMUN

HUMAN

Human Rights Watch (t.b.c.)

WATCH

Forum-Asia — Asian Forum for Human Rights and Devel

h the United Nations

opment

t.b.c.)
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Human Rights House Foundation
Hungary — Permanent Mission to the United Nations

mm[&g“mm International Centre for Migration, Health and Deve  lopment

Iirzanarionss Cenree fox Mizstion Heairn and Devetopus

International Coordinating Committee of National In stitutions for the
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC)

International Trade Centre (t.b.c.)

@ﬂﬁ: IRED (t.b.c.)

ISHR - International Service for Human Rights (t.b. c.)

Mandat International

NGO/DPI Executive Committee

Netherlands - Permanent Mission to the United Natio  ns (t.b.c.)

Norway - Permanent Mission to the United Nations

Nord Sud XXI

OCHA - Reliefweb

OHCHR Universal Human Rights Index

Plan International (t.b.c.)

Planetary Association for Clean Energy (Canada) and Foundation for GAIA
(UK)

Quaker United Nations Office
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Contact Information

Roll Back Malaria Partnership

Swiss Federation, Department of Foreign Affairs

The Global Fund (to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Ma

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irelan
to the UN, Disarmament Unit

United States of America — Permanent Mission to the
Nations

UN Office in Geneva — Civil Society Branch (t.b.c.)

United Nations Association of Bulgaria

United Nations Association of Germany

UPR-info.org

World Federation of United Nations Associations

World Health Organisation

World Vision (t.b.c.)

laria)

d, Permanent Mission

United

Marian Sutholt | President | c/o UN Association of Germany | 26/27 Zimmer St. | 10969 Berlin
sutholt@un-i.org | +49 179 142 6487

Derek Marshall | Co-Founder | c/o WFUNA, Palais des Nations | R. E4-2A | 1211 Geneva
marshall@un-i.org | +41 22 917 3239
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